Activities and Precautions when Handling
Patients with VRE or MRSA

Examples of Various Activities Hand Eye
Washing Gloves Gown Mask  Protection

1. Casual contact such as handshake, Yes No No No No
measuring blood pressure, interviewing,
delivering food tray.

2. Physical therapy, handling or touching Yes Yes Yes* No No
colonized or infected sites, examining
patient, changing bed linen, cleaning
room or contaminated equipment.

3. Washing patient, changing wound Yes Yes Yes No Yes
dressing or catheter.

4. Suctioning or other procedure creating Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

aerosol, spray or splashes.

* If incontinent patient or if soiling of outer garment is anticipated.
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